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Praise the Lord! Since my relocation to Hong Kong in January 2013, | was able to join
gatherings of ECEF. And then starting April 2013, | joined the board of directors at
ECEF to serve the Lord together with other like-minded Christians in the engineering and
construction field. As a matter of fact, | was glad to know ECEF months before my
relocation back to Hong Kong when a friend, former colleague and director of ECEF
shared with me the ministry and vision of ECEF. | deeply believed that Christians have
the call to serve not only in the church but also as witness in the marketplace. Indeed
there is so much need in the workplace for Christians to bring positive impact. As David
Miller (one of the fore-runner for Marketplace Ministry, who is also the founding Director
of the Princeton University Faith & Work Initiative) puts it rightly, there are four important
‘E” in the marketplace ministry: Ethics, Expression/Evangelism, Experience and
Enrichment.

So far, ECEF had served and developed quite well as the platform in the aspect as
expression of the Christian faith and evangelism through such event as yearly
evangelistic dinner. Also, we are serving as the platform for experience and ethics
sharing amongst colleagues in different levels of the engineering and construction
industry via office and site cell groups. For example, there is much time to pray for each
other in the monthly gatherings; and recently the mentoring programme for the young
graduates which is surely be a good way to support and provide guide for the young
practitioners with the best ethnical practice in the industry. As of the Enrichment aspect,
it refers to how Christians live in the largely non-Christian marketplace, by being enriched
with tools for healing, spiritual growth, self-actualization and consciousness at work.
The recent workshop in relation to how Christians should respond and handle stress is a
good step to move forward in the aspect of Enrichment.

To me, the most touching scene in the movie was when Mack struggled through his pain
to a point where he chose to forgive the person who killed his daughter. His choice to
forgive was a turning point in Mack’s life opening the way for inner healing and
restoration in his relationship with his family. This truth, that forgiveness is a choice, has
helped me considerably in my own walk with God and others.

Marketplace as a Battle Field:

It is no doubt that the marketplace is an important spiritual battle field that Christians are
being called into. At least one third of our adult time is used in the workplace. As
Christians, we are called to enter into it to be witness, evangelize, show care and
compassion, make change for the workplace, transform the culture of workplace with
more Christ-centeredness, develop new model of ministry in the workplace. It is a
honorable and challenging mission to be fulfilled because of high pace of work and other
objectives or KPIs (Key Performance Indicators) that were set by the companies or
business to be achieved.



=,

[ My Involvement of ECEF in the past 5 years ) Sam E—=

| do pray that more Christians can conscientiously and intentionally live out their call in
the marketplace, whether through intrinsic values such as being FAT (Faithful, Available
and Teachable) themselves or extrinsic actions like pro-actively promoting caring,
concerning and mentoring colleagues in the workplace. | do hope to see each of us can
encourage and support each other to serve the greater purpose of God in the
marketplace. In Taiwan, there are missionaries who had been adopting the BAM
(Business As Mission) ministry model by means of opening coffee shops at prominent
locations, such as Ximending FE'JH] in Taipei with the aim of setting up platforms for
carrying out and achieving the 4Es mentioned above. This model has been proved
successful and there are more coffee shops are being opened with the business and
ministry model in mind.

My Aspirations:

After the past five years of working/ministering in the marketplace field in Hong Kong, |
am now back to the pastoral ministry since February 2018. Although the business and
church setting is quite different, | do see that the two are closely related to each other.
More importantly, the marketplace experience is surely enhancing my sensitivity and
commitment in promoting and encouraging more Christians and churches to participate
and get involved in the marketplace ministry and further link up the two so that there is
more synergy effect in future.

As Matthew 28:18-20,

* And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. ®Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, *teaching them to observe all that | have
commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Jesus commanded us to go to the world for evangelism and making disciples of all
nations. Whether we are in the church or marketplace ministry, we should be
commissioned in striving the best for this purpose in our minds and actions. May His
name be preached to the ends of the earth, and His name be glorified in every corner of
the world and marketplace. May ECEF be blessed and as blessings to many others in
the engineering and construction industry in Hong Kong and other places. Amen.
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